Essay writing
Introduction
▪ It has often been said / claimed / assumed that …

▪ Gone are the days when … / … was once thought to …

▪ … has long been a controversial issue / a contentious subject. 
▪ There has been heated controversy on the question whether …
▪ The proposal to (do sth) has raised a storm of angry protests.

▪ When discussing the issue of …, we must bear several points in mind
   …
▪ In the following I would like to focus on / examine … 
Main body: enumeration
▪ First of all … / To begin with … / To start with …
▪ Let me begin by saying that … 
▪ Then … / Moreover … / Furthermore … / In addition to that … /

   Another reason is … / It also deserves mentioning that … 
▪ The next point I want to make is …
▪ Similarly important is the fact that … 

▪ A more important reason / advantage / consequence is …

▪ The most important factor / reason / advantage / consequence of all
  is …
▪ Last of all … / Lastly … / Finally …


▪ The final point is … 
Main body: exemplifications 
▪ One example / illustration / instance out of many should be added to
   explain …

▪ This idea can be best demonstrated / illuminated / clarified /

   specified by the following example.  

▪ I would like to prove my point by quoting (an authority) / drawing upon
  a source / referring to an example. 

▪ According to …

Main body: opposing other views 
▪ In their view … is a real problem.  

▪ In their opinion … constitutes a serious danger. 

▪ Although there is no denying the fact that ..., they fail to see …
Main body: defending your own views 
▪ With regard to the question of … it should be mentioned / pointed out

   / noticed that …

▪ … is generally accepted as having obvious advantages.  
▪ Although it must be admitted that …, there is no denying the fact that

   … 
Main body: drawing conclusions from supporting material
▪ … which shows / proves / implies that …
▪ In other words we may say / state / infer / conclude that …
▪ Thus it becomes evident / obvious / apparent that …
Final conclusion  
▪ On balance / All these things considered …
▪ To conclude we may say …

▪ In conclusion we are certainly justified in saying that …
▪ Taking everything into account / consideration we may say that …

▪ Summing up / To sum up / To put it in a nutshell / In short / Briefly we
  may say that …
